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1. Our Events

JICA's achievements have been merited at the highe st level

On August 29, 2011, by a Decree of the President of the
Kyrgyz Republic Roza Otunbaeva that stated great contri-
bution the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
had made in strengthening cooperation between the na-
tions and to honor the 20th Anniversary of the Kyrgyz Re-
public's independence, Ms.Sadako Ogata, President of
JICA, was awarded the Kyrgyz Republic's State Order of
Danaker. The award was forwarded to the Embassy of the
Kyrgyz Republic in Japan to be subsequently presented to
Ms.Sadako Ogata in a ceremony that took place at the
JICA Head Office in Tokyo on October 17, 2011.

On behalf of the Kyrgyz Republic, the Order was presented
by Mr.Rysbek Moldogaziev, the Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the Kyrgyz Republic in Japan. In his
speech, he noted the important role of Ms.Ogata and the
Japan International Cooperation Agency under her leader-
ship in Kyrgyzstan's development and expressed wishes of
success in their high mission of aiding developing countries
and promoting international cooperation. In her turn,
Ms.Ogata expressed her appreciation to the State man-
agement of the Kyrgyz Republic of the high award she had
been given. She noted that Kyrgyzstan's efforts in social and economic development would be
continually supported on JICA's part in the future and wished prosperity to its people. (Aijan Ash-
imbekova)

Cooperation in the medical sphere continues

On November 3, 2011, a Scope of Work in the framework of Follow-Up cooperation was signed
on the Project for Rural Child Healthcare Improvement for 4 regional hospitals: the Osh Inter-
Regional, the Issyk-Kul, the Naryn and the Talas Oblast Combined Hospitals. The Project envis-
ages acquisition of new equipment, repairs the existing equipment and supply of spare parts for
the total amount of more than USD1 million.

Support to the healthcare sector has been one of the earliest directions of JICA's activity in the
Kyrgyz Republic, with its origins dating back to the 90s of the last century when

grant aid to healthcare establishments of the KR was provided for the first time. The above-
mentioned hospitals were also among the first to receive medical equipment at the time. Their first
equipment provided by the Government of Japan these hospitals received in 2004. Considering
the lengthy period of the medical equipment's usage, the JICA Representative Office in the Kyrgyz
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Republic decided to help to rehabilitate the old equipment by providing spare parts, as well as to
acquire new equipment to replace broken-down items.

Within the frame of the project, there will be provided new equipment, such as x-ray units, ultra-
sound scan units, incubators, high-pressure sterilizers, special refrigerators for medicine, surgical
lamps, anesthetic equipment, etc. Apart from that, there are plans to fully repair the medical
eiuiPment that was provided under the previous grant. All the above-mentioned medical equip-

ment shipment and repairs will be
concluded by the end of May 2012.
The signing ceremony of the Scope
of Work under the Follow-Up Coop-
eration Scheme was attended by
Deputy Minister of Health of the KR
Mr.Kasymbek Mambetov, JICA Chief
Representative in the Kyrgyz Repub-
lic Hideaki Maruyama, Director of the
Osh Inter-Regional Children's Clinical
Hospital Mr.Abdisamin  Anarbaev,
Director of the Issyk-Kul Oblast
Combined Hospital Mr.Kubanychbek
Ismailov and Deputy Director of the
Talas Oblast Combined Hospital
Mr.Rustam Baigaraev. (Ainura Ima-
nalieva)

Road workers of the Chui and Issyk-Kul Oblasts wer e presented a new equipment

Clearly, it is important not only to build new roads, but also be able to preserve the existing road
assets that our country has been in possession of thanks to explosive and all-round development
of the Soviet-era road infrastructure. Accordingly, the Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) pays attention to the status of road maintenance and implements a program that incorpo-
rates consultative projects, internship programs and grant aid projects.

Another important step towards sustainable management in road operations sector has been the
road service equipment improvement project in the Issyk-Kul and Chui Oblasts. On October 12,
2011, 144 units of road building :

equipment (to the amount of about 11
million US dollars) required for servic-
ing these Oblasts (international corri-
dors, in particular) were transferred to
the Ministry of Transport and Com-
munications of the KR.

This project's objective is to improve
the road machinery and equipment
park of the road operations enter-
prises under the Ministry of Transpor-
tation and Communications to ensure
quality operation and maintenance of
roads in the Chui and Issyk-Kul Ob-
lasts.

Despite the force-majeure circumstances in the wake of the earthquake and tsunami in Japan in
March 2011 and resulting operational setbacks of Japan's plants and enterprises, the Japanese
side completed the supply of equipment on time.

The ceremony of the transfer was attended by President of the KR Roza Otunbaeva who thanked
the Japanese side for the assistance rendered despite the difficult period in Japan, personally ob-
served the park of the newly-shipped equipment and spoke to equipment operators and workers at
their workplaces.

Since the time of the independence, the road operating enterprises had received practically no
new equipment and, for this reason, Japan's aid came as a grand present to our road workers.
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A momentous event was the launch of 2 asphalt-concrete plants in Tokmok town and Barskoon
village with the rated capacity of 35 tons per hour and 2 stone-crushing plants with the rated ca-
pacity of 35 tons per hour, all of
which makes it possible to lay
about 0.5 km of the asphalt-
concrete surface per day and em-
ploy about 40 people.
Motoroads Production Line De-
partment (MPLD) 4 of the minis-
try of Transportation and Commu-
nications received 72 units of ma-
chinery and equipment to maintain
roads in the Chui Oblast; MPLD
1 received 49 units and Mo-
toroads Department of Bishkek-
Naryn-Torugart received 23 units.
Apart from that, there were trans-
fered 20 asphalt cutters, 20 vibrat-
ing tampers, 20 jackhammers, 10
air compressors, 10 tar pavers, 10 hand paving rollers, 2 asphalt pavers, 2 roller compactors, 2
pneumatic compactors, 2 tank and sprinkler trucks, 2 road graders, 2 excavators, 2 wheeled load-
ers, 10 dumping trucks, 2 multipurpose vehicles, 3 snow-removal ploughs, 3 snow-removal rotors,
3 padding units, 10 crane trucks, 2 truck trailers and 2 mobile workshops.
Earlier, JICA provided equipment to the Naryn Oblast for the international highway Bishkek-Naryn-
Torugart. There has been considered the possibility of providing equipment for servicing interna-
tional routes in other regions as well. (Aidai Bayalieva)

The One Village - One Product movement branchingou t

In October 2011, the JICA Office in the KR, the Ministry of Economic Regulation and the Issyk-Kul
Oblast Administration took part in a ceremony of signing a Protocol of Negotiations on "Local
Communities Mobilization through Small Business Promotion, the One Village - One Product
(OVOP) Approach in the Issyk-Kul Oblast".

Implementation of the 2nd phase became possible with the successful completion of the 1st phase
(January 2007 - August 2010), and then the post 1st phase (November 2010 - August 2011).

The result of this project is creation of the following two important mechanisms: the OVOP Asso-
ciation and the "Issyk-Kul Brand" Committee.

In the 2nd phase that will go on for 3 years, there are plans to disseminate the models to other Ob-
lasts in the Kyrgyz Republic. That is, Jaamats from other Oblasts can come upon their will to pro-
duction and management sites and acquire the skills and the knowledge in those Jaamats of the
Issyk-Kul Oblast that have demonstrated successful business development. Also, within the
framework of the project, a system will be
created that will make it possible for
Jaamats to sustain their development and
remain independent well after the project's
completion.

After the ceremony of signing, JICA Chief
Representative Hideaki Maruyama, Deputy
Minister of Economic Regulation Sanjar
Mukanbetov and Governor of the Issyk-Kul
Oblast State  Administration  Mirbek
Asankulov expressed their confidence
about successful implementation of the
2nd phase of the project in the Kyrgyz Re-
public, for each individual village has its
own resources that, when duly applied,
can bring profit to local residents. (Burul
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Ibraeva)
Sport and JICA

On October 7, 2011, a Grant Agreement was signed for the project on judo sports equipment im-
provement for the State Agency for Physical Culture and Sports under the Government of the Kyr-
gyz Republic to the amount of about 850 thousand USD.

The Grant Agreement was signed by JICA Chief Representative in the KR Mr Hideaki Maruyama
and Minister of Finance of the KR Melis Mambetjanov.

This particular project shall be im-
plemented by the State Agency for
Physical Culture and Sports under
the Government of the Kyrgyz Re-
public. Under the project, over
1000 tatamis will be purchased to
furnish practice halls in the cities of
Bishkek and Tokmok to boost de-
velopment and popularization of
judo in the Kyrgyz Republic. Im-
plementation of the project fore-
sees improvements in accessing
the minimum level of physical and
sports services and benefits for the
population, preparation of the coun-
try's sports reserve for participation
in international competitions, etc.
The Japanese side believes that
implementation of the project will
help to introduce a great number of .
people, especially youth, to sports. This, in its turn, will contribute not onIy to physical development
but also strengthening health, spiritual and character strength development. Practicing Judo con-
tributes to harmonic spiritual development of its exponents, since it stimulates a positive approach
to events in life, requires discipline and perseverance, proper mode of conduct, understanding the
relationship between success and efforts that are needed to achieve it. (Svetlana Alelekova)
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2. JICA Volunteers

My participation in the "Make a Forest" Trash Festi  val
| took part in this event with the assistance el | IWARESSON, OF THE REpUBLIG OF K18
of my partners - NGOs "BIOM" and MBI S ———
"AKMENA" - who invited me to a meeting
with the organizers of the event, a group of
young artists called “Art East”.
The Festival was organized for the first time
in 2009 by the initiative group of young art-
ists “Inside Out”. The main goal of the pro-
ject was to attract attention of the public to
the issues of environmental pollution. The
first time the Festival was held, it was in the
Osh Bazaar, one of the most populous and
insanitary (polluted) places in Bishkek.
The Make a Forest Project of today is a log-
ical sequence to the original project of the : B
"Trash Festival". 2011 was declared by UN as the International Year of Forests, as a result of
which the Make a Forest movement was incepted to further find its reflection in our Festival, the
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latter's main themes being environmental safety issues and the harmony of nature, that of the for-
est and the man in particular.
The festival went on for two days. | was left with an impression that the organizers had the idea of
having the first day of the event filled with colors, and the second day filled more with environment-
related subjects. There were lots of visitors at the museum from day one - and people passing by
would also join the event, their attention drawn by unusual installations of the event.
On the first day, | was explaining about the possibilities of litter utilization, namely creation of ac-
cessories from paper.
I didn't expect there would be so many participants who might be interested in this subject. They
listened to me with enthusiasm, there were not enough seats for everyone, yet they continued lis-
tening standing. One hour of my
lecture time elapsed unnoticeably.
Upon completion of the lectures, |
demonstrated the eco-bags and
eco action brochures that could be
easily obtained by anyone willing.
On the second day, | took part in a
seminar dedicated to the environ-
ment protection issue that had
been organized by the AKMENA
Public Association. The seminar
was held at the State Library and,
though it went on for about 4.5
hours, the majority of the partici-
pants stayed to the very end. The
event was conducted right in the
center of the Library so that not
only invited organizations but
common students and library users as well could take part in the discussion.
Among the participants were such organizations as BIOM, Public Foundation Relascope, Spare,
P10+20, Akmena, Move Green, JICA and some of the student communities. | was pleasantly sur-
prised by the amount of associations in Bishkek that worked in the sphere of environmental protec-
tion.
The first part of the seminar was dedicated to the BIOM Public Association, and the second part -
to the seminar's participants and stories about their activities. The following subjects were touched
upon: soils research, dessimination of energy-saving technologies, conducting courses on envi-
ronmental protection, etc. An active discussion would follow among the participants after each re-
port.
| also had a presentation whereby | told
about JICA's activities in the given ar-
ea, eco-actions in particular (introduc-
ing the population to the usage of eco-
logical bags (eco bags) instead of plas-
tic bags), as well as about plans for the
future. As | noticed, among the patrtici-
pants, there were many of those who
had already taken part in similar events
organized by JICA.
As | mentioned earlier, this seminar
was attended by many environmental
organizations, and it was not only me
but the students as well who were sur-
prised by such a surge of activity in this
direction. | think, considering the wwmovegreenkg oL CLHGUES
amount of associations, one can ex-
pect successful development of this area in the future.
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Having received a lot of useful information, | now work on a plan of effective use of the information
thus received and new ties for further cooperation in the sphere of environmental education. (Sa-
kuda Yoko, a JICA volunteer. Translation by Aijan Ashimbekova)

The purpose of this Newsletter is to introduce all interested readers to JICA's activities, to extend an invitation
for participation in its programs, to promote frien dly information exchange among graduates of JICA co urses.
The Newsletter is circulated among individuals inte rested in JICA's activities in the Kyrgyz Republic. For post-
ing of information in the Newsletter, as well as fo  r any general inquiries about JICA's activities in the Kyrgyz
Republic, please use the following email address: Jicakg-info@jica.go.jp

Contact details of the JICA office: the Kyrgyz Repu  blic, 720001, Bishkek, Chokmorov Str. 115, tel.: (+996-312)
900 270(-4), fax: (+996-312) 900 279, Alelekova Sve tlana, Public Relations Manager.
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